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Introduction 

The region of Jammu and Kashmir is currently claimed by India, Pakistan and China, resulting 

in several skirmishes and conflicts between the countries. The conflict has been most heaviest 

between India and Pakistan, which fought multiple wars over the region. Not only are these 

countries fighting over the region, several separatist movements and insurgents have also 

been fighting for an independent Kashmir. The conflict began with the so-called division of 

the British Indies. The government of the United Kingdom decided that it was best to divide 

their Indian colonies on the basis of religion. The states were allowed to choose whether they 

wanted to become part of Hindu India or Islamic Pakistan. The states also had the choice to 

become independent. The state of Kashmir in the north of the British Indies was in an 

exceptional situation. The maharadja who ruled the state was Hindu and therefore wanted to 

belong to India, but the vast majority of the population was Islamic and wanted to belong to 

Pakistan. Because the maharadja did not want a conflict with his people, he eventually 

decided that Kashmir should become an independent country. At first that went well, but in 

the end Pakistan decided that Kashmir had to belong to Pakistan and invaded the state. The 

maharadja of Kashmir who was afraid of Muslim domination asked India to also invade to 

stop the Pakistanis. This started the first war between Pakistan and India over Kashmir. A few 

wars followed, and today both countries have a nuclear arsenal. Should there really be a war 

between the two countries, the consequences would be enormous.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 
Kashmir region 
The Kashmir region is the region between India, Pakistan and China 

and has been an immensely disputed area for years. The region is 

split into three parts which are occupied by the three 

aforementioned countries, which can be seen in the map (yellow 

part is India administered, green part administered by Pakistan and 

red part by China). The part currently occupied by India is called 

Jammu and Kashmir and consists of three regions: Jammu, Kashmir 

and Ladakh. The part occupied by Pakistan consists of Gilgit-Baltistan 

and the smaller Azad Jammu and Kashmir. The part China occupies consists of the mainly 

uninhabited Shaksgam Valley and Aksai Chin.  
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General Overview 

British independence and split of Kashmir 
The partition of the British Indian Empire, in which two new states were created, took place on 14-15 

August 1947. The split was based on religion, the Dominion of Pakistan (modern Pakistan and 

Bangladesh) being Muslim, and the Union of India being Hindu. Shortly after the partition, fights 

started between India and Pakistan over resources and territory around the borders, in which both 

nations blamed each other for demanding an unfair share of the resources. The biggest region where 

conflict took place, was Kashmir, a princely state north of both countries, which the British had given 

the opportunity to choose their own fate: join India, Pakistan, or become an independent nation. The 

leader of Kashmir, Maharajah Hari Singh, was a Hindu and wanted to remain independent from both 

countries. However, the majority of the Kashmiri people was Muslim, thus Pakistan believed the state 

was designated to be theirs. Pakistani tribesmen invaded the region in October 1947, after which the 

maharajah fled to India. India offered him safety and security, and in turn the maharajah agreed to 

join the Dominion of India.  

 

Wars between India and Pakistan 
After Kashmir had joined India, three major wars concerning Kashmir broke out between India and 

Pakistan, in 1947-1948, 1965 and 1999. All wars were ended with a ceasefire arranged by the United 

Nations and peace talks followed each war. 

War of 1947-1948 
A war broke out in 1947 when Maharajah Hari Singh wished to remain independent and Pakistani 

troops invaded Kashmir. Singh signed the instrument of accession on 26 October 1947 and Kashmir 

was now officially part of India, which quickly sent troops to Kashmir to restore order in the region. 

The Indian and Pakistani armies started fighting and the war continued during 1948. On 1 January 

1949, a ceasefire was arranged by the United Nations and ended the conflict. Later that year, 

representatives of both India and Pakistan signed the Karachi Agreement¹, which established a 

ceasefire line: The Line of Control (LOC). This Line of Control still serves as the de facto border 

between the two countries in the region. During the war, both parties agreed to hold a referendum 

about the future of Kashmir as soon as hostilities were over, but the referendum never took place. 

 

War of 1965 
In August 1965, Pakistan launched a covert offensive in the Indian part of Jammu and Kashmir on 5 

August 1965, after skirmishes between the two countries that sparked hostilities. India responded by 

crossing the international border near the city of Lahore, in the north of Pakistan, on the 6th of 

September. A ceasefire was agreed to on September 22nd and the war ended. The Indian Prime 

Minister Lal Bahdaur Shastri and the Pakistani President Ayub Khan signed the Tashkent Agreement² 

on January 10th, 1966 that diplomatic relations would be restored, and the disputes would be solved 

peacefully.  
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War of 1999 
The war in 1999, or the Kargil conflict, took place between May and July 1999, when Pakistani soldiers 

infiltrated the Indian side along the Line of Control disguised as local Kashmiri people. At first, the 

Pakistani army denied any involvement and blamed the infiltration on Kashmiri insurgents, but 

documents that were found as well as later statements by Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff revealed that 

the Pakistani military was indeed involved in the conflict. The Indian army, backed by the Indian Air 

Force, recaptured a majority of the Indian-administered region along the line and Pakistani forces 

soon withdrew, after facing international diplomatic opposition.  

Chinese involvement 
The involvement in the conflict by China has been minimal, but still some events have happened 

around the border between China and the Kashmir region. It has been claimed the country has built 

infrastructure on the Pakistani side along the Line of Control, even though Chinese relations with 

Pakistan are generally considered better than the Indian-Sino relations. Kashmiri people have 

occasionally welcomed the country’s involvement in the region, with Chinese flags that have 

repeatedly appeared in protests.  

 

Current situation 
Although the past relations between India and Pakistan have been very fragile, diplomatic relations 

between the countries have improved over the years and as of right now, there is a generally political 

peace between the governments. Both countries are committed to improving the relations more as 

well as maintaining the current diplomatic peace. However, the Line of Control in Kashmir is still a 

region of skirmishes. On January 26, 2018, when India’s Republic Day was celebrated, internet services 

were suspended in Kashmir and thousands of soldiers patrolled the streets when local Muslim 

residents boycotted the celebratory events. The skirmishes have been heaviest in Indian-administered 

Kashmir, especially in the city of Srinagar, with several innocent people, as well as rebels, being killed 

regularly. The All Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC), a separatist group, has spoken out about the 

killings made by the Indian army. "India claims to be world's largest democracy but virtually stands 

exposed in Jammu Kashmir as it is trampling all basic and fundamental rights of people since past 

seven decades,” they say. 

A presidential decree issued on August 5 revoked Article 370 of India's constitution that guaranteed 

special rights to the Muslim-majority state, including the right to its own constitution and autonomy to 

make laws on all matters except defence, communications and foreign affairs. In the lead-up to the 

move, India sent thousands of additional troops to the disputed region, imposed a crippling curfew, 

shut down telecommunications and internet, and arrested political leaders. The move has worsened 

the already-heightened tensions with neighbouring Pakistan, which downgraded its diplomatic 

relations with India. India and Pakistan claim Kashmir in full but rule it in part. The nuclear-armed 

neighbours have fought two of their three wars over the disputed territory. A rebellion in Indian-

administered Kashmir has been ongoing for 30 years 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/india-abolishes-kashmir-special-status-rush-decree-190805061331958.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/india.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/Pakistan.html
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Major Parties Involved 
India 
For parties involved, you can choose for example countries, governmental organisations, NGO’s, 

committees or councils, etc. Write a short text about the party in general and in the case of an 

organisation or committee, what it does and why it has been established. You should also state clearly 

in what way the party is involved in this issue. 

 
 
Pakistan 
Just like India, Pakistan claims a great part of Jammu and Kashmir and has also fought in the conflict, 

against India and separatist and terrorist movements. The relations between Pakistan and China have 

been passably good, even though some alarming events have happened that could have worsened 

their diplomatic relations.  

China 
China has not been involved in the conflict as much as India and Pakistan, however it still claims a 

significant part of the region. The country holds bilateral relations with both India and Pakistan, but 

these relations have not always been very peaceful, especially in the case of Indian involvement in 

Bhutan, south of China.  

UNMOGIP (United Nations Military Observer Group for India and Pakistan)  

China has not been involved in the conflict as much as India and Pakistan, however it still claims a 

significant part of the region. The country holds bilateral relations with both India and Pakistan, but 

these relations have not always been very peaceful, especially in the case of Indian involvement in 

Bhutan, south of China.  
 

Timeline of Events 

When? Event? 

August 14-15, 1947 Partition of India: Dominion of Pakistan and Dominion of 
India created 

October 26, 1947 Instrument of accession is signed, and Kashmir is now part 
of India 

January 1, 1949 A ceasefire is arranged by the UN after the 1947-1948 war 
August 5, 1965 Pakistani covert offensive in Kashmir 

January 10, 1966 
An agreement between both countries is signed in Tashkent, 
USSR 

December 3, 1971 Civil war erupts in East Pakistan 

December 6, 1971 East Pakistan becomes the independent country of Bangladesh 
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December 17 ,1971 A ceasefire is arranged by the UN after the 1971 war 

July 2, 1972 An agreement between both countries is signed in Simla, India 

May 18, 1974 India conducts its first nuclear tests (Pokhran-I) 

1983-1990 Pakistan conducts 24 nuclear tests (Kirona-I) 

Previous attempts to solve the issue 
The United Nations Security Council has adopted several resolutions concerning the India/Pakistan 

question. Two ceasefires were arranged after the wars in 1948 and 1965. The UN has also created 

several groups and missions, such as the UNCIP, UNMOGIP (see: Major Parties Involved) and UNIPOM, 

of which the main goals were to observe the situation concerning the conflict. These solutions proved 

effective, as both countries ceased their actions after the ceasefires and any information concerning 

the situation would be reported immediately to the UN, which could take immediate action.  

In 1949, the Karachi agreement was signed by representatives of both India and Pakistan, establishing 

the Line of Control. This LOC has been established as the de facto border between the countries in the 

Kashmir region and has proven very effective, even though this is also the place where most of the 

skirmishes happen and conflicts are sparked.  

After the 1965 war, the Tashkent agreement was signed by both India and Pakistan, which was 

focused on improving the bilateral relations between the countries and solving the conflict in a 

peaceful way. However, the peace talks stated in both agreements did not prove successful and 

diplomatic relations are still not as wished for. 

Possible solutions 
There are several ways in which the future of the Kashmir region could be formed. Firstly, 

Kashmir could become a new state entirely independent from India, Pakistan or China. This is 

a very possible solution, but the opinions among the multiple groups in the region are divided 

and not all citizens are in favour of their Kashmiri independence.  

What firstly needs to happen is the preservation of the rights of the Kashmiri people. 

Currently the people of Kashmir are neglected in elections and their freedom is limited due to 

internet blockades and military presence. India should respect the freedom of their citizens. 

Secondly, Kashmir in its entirety could join either Pakistan, India or China. Even though this 

solution is less possible to actually take place as all three countries claim the region, it is still 

possible if all parties are offered adequate counter-services and a consensus can be reached.  

One of the more realistic solutions for this issue is, lastly, the division of Kashmir and the 

joining of these parts to India, Pakistan and China. The division could be made based on the 

already established Line of Control between the Indian- and Pakistani-administered regions, 

and the border of this region with Chinese Kashmir.  
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What’s most important is the preservation of the diplomatic ties between India and Pakistan, 

and occasionally China. These countries have had a history of conflicts and diplomatic unrest 

and peace is still not restored, especially in the Kashmir region. It is of utmost importance that 

all parties involved work towards a peaceful consensus and sustainable solution. 

Useful documents 
• ¹Full text of the Karachi Agreement from 1949: 

http://peacemaker.un.org/sites/peacemaker.un.org/files/IN%20PK_490729_%20Karachi%20

Agreement.pdf  

• ²Full text of the Tashkent Agreement from 1966: http://mea.gov.in/bilateral-

documents.htm?dtl/5993/Tashkent+Declaration  
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