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Introduction 
Marâ dâd farmud va Khod Dâvar Âst: "Justice He bids me do, as He will judge me", has long 
been the motto used by the Iranian Pahlavi dynasty of monarchs, who ruled the country until 
1979 (Pahlavi). In this year, the Iranian ruling royal family was forced to abdicate by mass 
protests demanding the rise to power of the then-popular Ayatollah Khomeini. 

Since his rise to power, Shi’a Islam is the official religion in theocratic Iran, but the federal 
government also recognises Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian minorities. Non-believing 
inhabitants of the republic are not recognised as citizens by the government, and can thus not 
enjoy citizenship benefits. (UNPO) The sharia-based national laws include mandatory hijab 
wearing outdoors for women, as well as the requirement for divorce-willing women to get an 
official divorce by court ruling, whereas a divorce-willing man is able to get divorced by a 
personal verbal declaration of separation (Hannah). In the past decades, the Iranian 
implementation of global Human Rights has been questioned on a number of occasions by 
various states and international organisations, including the UN. UNHRC chief Volker Türk 
insisted that the ‘unnecessary and disproportionate use of force must stop’, and subsequently 
called for an independent investigation to be launched. (UN) 
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Definition of Key Terms 
Theocracy 
A theocracy is a form of government in which God or a deity is recognized as the supreme civil 
ruler, and the God's or deity's laws are interpreted by the ecclesiastical 
authorities.(HarperCollins) 

Guidance patrol (morality police) 
The morality police are an Iranian police force established in 2005. The corps is assigned the 
task of arresting civilians who do not meet the Islamic dress code mandatory in Iran. (Reuters) 

Shah 
The Persian word  شاه,  (pronounced Šâh, literally meaning ‘King’) is a title that was held by the 
reigning monarch of Iran during his reign. The title has fallen out of use since the end of the 
monarchy.   

Ayatollah 
The ayatollah is a high-ranking religious leader among Shiite Muslims, especially in Iran. He 
also serves as the highest political leader of the country. 

Sunni and Shi’a Islam 
Sunni and Shi’a Islam are the two main schools of thought within the Islam. The two schools 
differ, among other things in their believes on afterlife, the role of Imams, and the successor 
of the prophet Muhammad. Although Sunni is the leading school globally, more than 95 
percent of Muslims in Iran are Shi’a (Differences between Sunni and Shia Islam) 
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General Overview 
Iranian Revolution 
Civil unrest in Iran is not something that came out of  the blue. The current demonstrations 
can be traced back to the 1979 Iranian Revolution, in which the reigning monarchy led by 
Reza Shah Pahlavi was removed from power by mass civilian protests demanding the 
monarchy’s removal. Some of the key factors that led to the revolution include economic and 
social inequality, political repression, nationalism, and the importance of religion in Iran.  
Under the Shah's regime, a small elite of wealthy Iranians amassed great wealth and power, 
while the majority of Iranians lived in poverty (Chamlou). There was also a significant disparity 
between urban and rural areas, with the cities seeing much more development and 
prosperity than the countryside. 
The Shah's regime was known for its repression of political opposition, with the secret police 
(SAVAK) being used to silence dissent. Political parties, trade unions, and other groups that 
opposed the regime were banned, and many opposition figures were arrested, tortured, or 
exiled (Pringle and Ransom). 
There was a growing sense of nationalism sentiment among Iranians, who were frustrated 
with the Shah's regime, which they saw as being subservient to foreign powers, particularly 
the United States. The majority of Iranians were devout Muslims, and thus they felt like the 
shah’s reign wasn’t Islamic enough. The monarchies modernization efforts, which included 
the promotion of Western culture and the suppression of traditional customs and practices, 
were seen as being at odds with Islamic values. 
The revolutions’ main leader was Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, who was a leading opposition 
figure who had been exiled from the country by the Shah in 1964 (Algar). He had a large 
following among Iranians, particularly among the religious clergy. He later became the leader 
of the republic.  

International parties involved in the revolution: 
United States of America: 
The United States were a close ally of the Shah's regime, and provided significant economic 
and military aid to Iran. However, as the revolution progressed, the US became increasingly 
concerned about the rise of an Islamic republic in Iran, and the potential impact on regional 
stability. 

Soviet Union (current Russian Federation and other eastern countries): 
The Soviet Union, which had a communist government, had a complex relationship with Iran. 
They were critical of the Shah's regime, but also worried about the potential spread of Islamic 
revolution to the Soviet republics. 

United Kingdom: 
The United Kingdom also had a close relationship with the Shah's regime, and was concerned 
about the rise of an Islamic republic in Iran. 
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Iraq: 
Iraq, under the leadership of Saddam Hussein, then a secular dictatorship, was deeply 
concerned about the rise of an Islamic republic in Iran. This led to increased tensions between 
the two countries, and ultimately to the Iran-Iraq War. 

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC): 
 The OPEC is an international organization of oil-producing countries, of which Iran is a 
member. The organization played a role in the revolution by using its oil production as a 
political weapon. In 1978, the OPEC nations led by Iran, increased the price of oil, which led to 
an oil crisis, which had a significant impact on the global economy (Federal Reserve History). 

The United Nations:  
The UN was involved in efforts to mediate the crisis and bring about a peaceful resolution to 
the revolution. The UN Security Council passed a number of resolutions condemning the 
Shah's regime and calling for free and fair elections. 

End and aftermath of the revolution 
At the start of the revolution, the Shah's government had attempted to quell the protests 
through a combination of repression and concessions, but these efforts were unsuccessful. In 
September 1978, a general strike paralyzed the country, and the Shah was forced to flee the 
country in January 1979 (BBC). 
On April 1, 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran from exile, and was greeted by millions 
of Iranians. Khomeini quickly established himself as the leader of the revolution, and his 
followers began to consolidate power. In April, a national referendum was held to determine 
the form of government for Iran, and an overwhelming majority of Iranians voted in favour of 
an Islamic republic (Jaynes). Khomeini and his followers then set about implementing a 
theocratic government, purging the government and military of those loyal to the Shah, and 
implementing strict Islamic laws and policies. This included the implementation of strict dress 
codes for men and women, the closing of bars and nightclubs, and the establishment of 
religious courts. The revolution also had a significant impact on the international community. 
The US, which had been a close ally of the Shah, was deeply concerned about the rise of an 
Islamic republic in Iran. In November 1979, a group of Iranian students seized the US embassy 
in Tehran, taking 52 Americans hostage. This led to a diplomatic crisis between the US and 
Iran, and the hostages were not released until January 1981 (Crossette). 
The revolution also led to increased tensions between Iran and its neighbouring countries, 
particularly Iraq, which was led by a secular dictator, Saddam Hussein. In 1980, Iraq invaded 
Iran, sparking the eight-year- during Iran-Iraq war.  
So, to sum it all up, it can be stated that the Iranian Revolution was a pivotal moment in the 
history of Iran, and had a significant impact on the country and the international community. 
The overthrow of the Shah and the establishment of an Islamic republic marked a dramatic 
shift in the country's political and social landscape, and set the stage for decades of uneasy 
governing and, eventually, more mass protests such as the current.  
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Death of Masha Amini: current protests and Human Rights violations 
After short waves of politically motivated protests during 2017-2021, In September 2022, 
protests rose again across all of Iran over the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurd who 
had been detained for allegedly having worn her hijab inappropriately. The demonstrations, 
that had quickly evolved from a show of sympathy to a fellow Iranian civilian into calls for the 
removal of the Iranian Ayatollah Khamenei and an end to the Islamic Republic, have since 
received a lot of global attention, opposed to prior short protests. Federal police forces, 
including the controversial Guidance Patrol accused of murdering Amini, have responded to 
the demonstrations with deadly force. As of December 20th 2022, more than 506 protesters 
have been killed. (HRANA) 
The Iranian government has also started convicting attendants of the protests. After carrying 
out allegedly sham trials, more than 26 people are facing execution, with at least two already 
executed by hanging (DW). 
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Major Parties Involved 
Islamic republic of Iran 
Iran is a country in the Middle East, with a population of over 80 million people. The current 
political situation in Iran is complex and has a long history. The country has a theocratic 
system of government in which the supreme leader, currently Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, holds 
ultimate authority. The country's president and parliament also have significant power 
(CIA).The country is currently accused of violating its civilians’ Human Rights by carrying out 
executions on Iranians protesting the regime. 

European Union 
The EU, an economic and political cooperation between 27 countries in Europe, has engaged 
itself in the conflict by adding a pile of sanctions to the already high pile condemning Iran’s 
implementation of human rights. Together with the United states of America they are the 
main implementer of sanctions against Iran.  

United States of America 
The USA, the economically largest  and most influential country in the world,  has engaged 
itself in the conflict by adding a pile of sanctions to the already high pile condemning Iran’s 
implementation of human rights. Together with the European Union they are the main 
implementer of sanctions against Iran.  

Amnesty international 
Amnesty International (AI) is an NGO focussed on human rights established in 1961. AI 
actively helps people whose basic human rights have been violated by setting up campaigns 
and executing investigations. In the case of the Iranian protests, they have started a campaign 
condemning the executions in Iran, and demanding the ‘setup of an independent UN 
mechanism to investigate and ensure accountability for the most serious crimes under 
international law in Iran.’ As of January 2023, more than a million people have signed this 
petition (Amnesy International).  
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Timeline of Events 
February 1979 After more than a year of protests, strikes and other forms 

of civil resistance the monarch-ruled imperial state of Iran 
ceases to exist; the Islamic Republic of Iran is formed. 
 

1981 The government of Iran makes the use of the hijab 
compulsory for women when in public. 
 

2017-2021 A new series of protests caused by disaffection with the 
prevailing unemployment, water shortages and a nation-
wide dissatisfaction with the reign of the ayatollah rises in 
Iran.  
 

September 16th, 2022 Mahsa Amini dies in a hospital in Iran’s capital Teheran 
after allegedly being beaten to death by morality police 
officers. 
  

September 16th, 2022 – 
present day 

Following Amini’s death a series of protests ignited all over 
Iran, generating a lot of international attention, but also 
leading to mass arrests and convictions of protesters. 
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Previous attempts to solve the issue 
On the 24 of November 2022, the UN Human Rights Council approved resolution A/HRC/S-
35/L.1, (UNHRC) in which the Council ‘Calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to end the persistent discrimination against women and girls in public and private life and 
in law and in practice and to uphold all human rights, including the right to freedom of 
expression and opinion and the right to freedom of religion or belief’, and ‘Decides to 
establish an independent international fact-finding mission, to be appointed by the President 
of the Human Rights Council.  
In short, the UN used this resolution to condemn the violence in Iran, and start an 
international, independent investigation into the actions taken by the Iranian authorities. 

The European Union has taken a side in this issue, by imposing new sanctions on Iran, 
reacting to consistent Human Rights violations. For example,  ‘On 15 December 2022, in the 
face of the escalating violence and human rights situation in Iran, the European Council 
strongly condemned the recent death penalty sentences pronounced and carried out in this 
context. It calls on the Iranian authorities to immediately end this practice and to annul 
without delay the recent sentences. On 12 December 2022, the Council added 20 
individuals and one entity to the list of those subject to restrictive measures in the context of 
the existing Iran human rights sanctions regime. And on 14 November 2022, the Council 
added 29 individuals and  three entities to the list of those subject to restrictive measures in 
the context of the existing Iran human rights sanctions regime. (European Council)’ 

Thirdly, the United States of America have also imposed sanctions on Iran in an attempt to 
improve the current human rights implementation and to condemn the situation. They have, 
for example, put economic sanctions on Iranian military personnel and an Iranian 
manufacturer of armed vehicles used by the Morality Police (Psaledakis). 
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Possible solutions 
Keep up international pressure 
At the time of writing, numerous countries have already imposed sanctions on the Iranian 
authorities, hereby expressing their concern about the situation. These sanctions affect the 
general national economy and liveability of the country, and give the government of Iran 
reason to re-evaluate their way of national management. By constantly showing unhappiness 
about the situation, countries show that they are not letting this issue fly over as if nothing is 
happening. By keeping this pressure on the local authorities high, governments hope to 
change the way of thought of the government and finalize the current reaction to the 
protests. 

Reduction of sanctions in return of respecting Human Rights 
A more controllable way of dealing with the issue could be to start multinational diplomatic 
talks with Iran. With all sanctions now imposed, the demanding parties in the negotiations 
have cards with which they can reward or punish the decisions the Iranians make. This gives 
the demanding party a better position when at the negotiating table. Meanwhile, this gives 
Iran the opportunity of having its own demands for an ultimately better position.  

Support the protesters 
Finally, supporting the protesters and keeping the execution of human rights in Iran 
monitored, will also let the Iranian Government know that the international community does 
not accept their way of acting. Hereby they will eventually have to reconsider their position 
and make the necessary changes to their executive governing.  
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Useful documents 
UNHRC.  Resolution HRC/S-35/L.1. 

https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/G22/591/08/PDF/G2259108.pdf?OpenElement 

United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1949) 

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/enp
pdf 
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