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Introduction 
Deforestation of the world's rainforests is a serious environmental issue that requires 
immediate attention.  

Rainforests are incredibly important for sustaining life on Earth, providing habitats for many 
species of plants and animals, regulating the global climate, and providing essential resources 
for human use. Unfortunately, these forests are disappearing at an alarming rate due to 
unsustainable human activities, such as logging, cattle ranching, and agricultural expansion. 

About one-third of the Earth’s land surface is covered by forests. About 17 hectares of forest 
are destroyed each year, this averages at about 2.400 trees each minute. It also takes 75 
million trees annually to make enough copy paper for American offices to keep operating. 
This extreme deforestation without sufficient reforestation has led to habitual damage, loss of 
biodiversity, aridity, and loss of oxygen.  

Large companies rarely make sure the forest area net change stays positive. However, this is 
crucial to prevent many species from going extinct, whose natural habitats are rainforests. By 
cutting or burning their natural habitat they are forced to migrate elsewhere or survive on 
fewer hectares. These places usually do not have the right resources or enough resources to 
sustain these species and they slowly move to extinction.  

Furthermore, these forests also provide humans with many essentials, such as but not limited 
to creating oxygen from carbon dioxide, stabilizing the world’s climate, maintaining the water 
cycle, and preventing flood, drought, and erosion.  

With the continued reduction of trees, the problems that they prevent are occurring more 
sporadically. This is already affecting many people but will do more damage in the future if it 
continues at this rate.   

To prevent continued deforestation of the world's rainforests, it is important to take 
immediate steps to reduce the demand for rainforest products and to create incentives for 
sustainable development.  
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Definition of Key Terms 
 

Indigenous people 
Indigenous people are culturally distinct ethnic groups whose members are directly 
descended from the earliest known inhabitants of a specific geographic region, and to some 
extent have their language, culture, and rituals.  

Forest area net change 
Forest area net change is the sum of all forest losses and forest gains. Therefore, this can be 
positive or negative depending on the year and place of the calculations. This is calculated by 
taking any gains of forest cover, either through natural forest expansion or tree-planting, and 
subtracting all the deforestation.  

 

Land degradation 
Land degradation is the process where the value of the biophysical environment is affected by 
a combination of human-induced processes acting upon the land. Any change or disturbance 
which is deleterious or undesirable to the land is viewed as land degradation. Natural causes 
are excluded except when they are caused by humans, such as floods and bushfires.  

There are different types of impact caused by land degradation. 

1. A decline in productive capacity can be seen through a loss of biomass, loss of actual 
or potential productivity, or loss of soil nutrients.  

2. A decline in the land’s capacity to provide resources for humans. 
3. A decline in biodiversity. 
4. An increase in ecological risks, such as the increased vulnerability of the environment 

or people to destruction or crisis.  

 

Erosion 
Erosion is the action of the surface processes which removes fertile soil. Erosion occurs 
through natural processes such as rainfall, areal flooding, and wind.  

While erosion is a natural process, human activities have increased the rate at which soil 
erosion occurs. Intensive farming practices have contributed to erosion being sped up 100 
times the natural rate in some regions.  

Erosion can cause onsite and offsite problems. Onsite problems include ecological collapse 
and a decrease in agricultural productivity through the loss of nutrient-rich upper soil layers. 
Offsite problems include sedimentation of waterways, eutrophication of waterbodies, and 
sediment-related damage to infrastructures.  
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General Overview 
 
Deforestation has many causes and consequences. Unsustainable human activities, such as 
agricultural expansion, wood extraction, and infrastructural expansion are leading causes. 
Deforestation is a major issue seeing as it affects our children. Not only do forests give us 
many recourses, but they also create oxygen and lower our carbon footprint. By cutting down 
forests or burning down forests the carbon footprint expands at a large rate.  

These forests took hundreds of years to grow and become their ecosystem. Even though 
planting trees to ensure the net change is 0, this is not the same as an old forest. Therefore, 
many precautions should be taken to ensure the safety of not only our forests but also our 
youth.  

 

The growth of humanity is a cause of deforestation 
The growing world population is the main cause of deforestation. Agricultural expansion is 
needed to support the global increase in food and energy requirements. More than 90% of all 
tropical deforestation is caused by agricultural expansion. But not only agricultural expansion 
is a direct result of our growing population, but also wood extraction for lumber and fuel and 
infrastructural expansion for new houses and roads are clear signs that the growing 
population is causing deforestation.  

 

These forests are cut down and used for other purposes or used to grow other plants, leaving 
no room for their natural habitats, such as animals, plants, and humans. Also, by using this 
piece of land over and over to grow other species of plants the ground loses all its natural 
resources and nutrients. Slowly over time, if the soil does not have enough time to 
regenerate, the soil becomes infertile, and farmers move on to the next part of the rainforest 
to exhaust.  

 

Brazil is a leading cause of deforestation 
In 2018 Brazil had the 4th biggest agricultural product in the world, majoring in soy. In the last 
50 years, soy production in Brazil has grown from 1.0 to 114.2 million tons of soybeans per 
year. As the cultivated area went from 0.9 to 35.8 million hectares.  
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Figure 1: The soybean production in Brazil over the past 50 years.  

 

Brazil has been leading in the amount of deforestation for many years, this is because of the 
large amount of space Brazil’s rainforest has. The Amazon Basin is the world’s largest 
rainforest, which accounts for almost half of the total volume of rainforests in the world. The 
Amazon Basin covers around 40 percent of Brazil. This is an area they cannot use for other 
things such as building houses, agriculture, and many more.   

 

Deforestation as a cause of genocide 
The Amazonian rainforest is the home of the Yanomami, an indigenous tribe consisting of 
about 29.000 people. The Yanomami are at serious risk of losing their lands, culture, and 
traditions. Their lands are close to mining stations for valuable minerals. The mining industry 
has caused their rivers to be polluted with mercury and their forests are being cut. They are 
also being forced to move because their habitat shrinking annually.  

Not only are the Yanomami hurt by people coming to mine or cutting the forest because they 
protest, but these people also bring diseases these people have never encountered before, 
such as COVID-19, which sometimes leads to casualties.  

The Yanomami are not the only people being hurt by deforestation, many indigenous tribes in 
Brazil have been affected by genocide for centuries. This is because they live on land on which 
many people want innovation.  

 
Species being harmed by deforestation 
Not only humans are forced out of their homes, but also many animals are nearing extinction 
or have gone extinct by deforestation. There is not enough food, space, or safety for these 
animals to survive. Around 13 species of animals have gone extinct due to deforestation, and 
there are many more to come soon if this rate of deforestation continues.  
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Deforestation as a cause of global warming 
From 2015 to 2017 4.8 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide per year has been released due to 
deforestation. This is mostly due to the burning of trees to clear grounds for other purposes. 
Trees store a lot of carbon dioxide and burning it releases it into the atmosphere. 
Deforestation on its causes about 10 percent of the global emission.  
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Major Parties Involved 
Brazil 
Brazil has the biggest rainforest, contributing to about half of the global number of 
rainforests. They are also the leading party in deforestation. The Amazon Basin is home to 
many indigenous tribes and tropical species. During the time Bolsonaro led Brazil, the 
deforestation rates went up 60 percent as compared to the previous 4 years. Even though for 
the first time in years, since the new president, the deforestation rate dropped, the numbers 
are still too high to continue this behavior.  

 

Amazon watch 
This is a non-profit organization founded to protect the Amazon rainforest and advance the 
rights of indigenous peoples in the Amazon Basin. They focus on preserving the rainforest and 
reducing global warming and deforestation. This is done through campaigning, protesting, 
and speaking with the UN.  

 

UN sustainable development goal 15 
Goal 15 is about conserving life on land. It is meant to protect and restore ecosystems on 
land, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and put a stop to biodiversity loss. If 
this is not done correctly the UN will take measures to ensure the development goals are 
reached before a specific time.  
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Timeline of Events 
1934   First Brazilian Forest code 

1965   Second Brazilian Forest code 

1986   Brazilian Forest code amended to 80 percent.  

1994   Deforestation record 

2001   Legal Reserve increases in the Amazon Basin 

May 2012  Native Vegetation Protection Law effective 

July 2020 Native Vegetation Protection Law amended 
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Previous attempts to solve the issue 
Brazilian Forest Code states that private landowners should set aside at least 50 percent of 
their property for native vegetation, in 1986 this was increased to 80 percent. This Code was 
meant to ensure the safety of the forest in Brazil but was not as effective as many hoped.  

Native vegetation protection law, also known as the New Forest Code, regulates the 
protection, and sustainable use and exploitation of native forests and other indigenous plants. 
This law replaced the Brazilian forest code in 2012. According to the law, the Federal 
Government needs to establish a National Policy for the prevention, management, and 
control of Forest Fires. This provides tools for the analysis of the impacts of forest fires on 
climate change and changes in land use, ecosystem conservation, public health, and fauna, to 
support strategic plans for the prevention of forest fires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coornhert Model United Nations 
10, 11 and 12th of February 2023, Gouda 

 
 

Possible solutions 
The first step toward preventing continued deforestation of the world's rainforests is to 
reduce the demand for rainforest products. This can be done by changing public attitudes 
towards rainforest products and encouraging consumers to purchase sustainable, certified 
products.  

This can be accomplished through education, public awareness campaigns, and stricter 
regulations on the sale of products sourced from rainforests.  

Additionally, governments should reduce the subsidies that make the exploitation of 
rainforests economically attractive and invest in alternative development projects, such as 
sustainable agriculture, ecotourism, and renewable energy projects. 

In addition to reducing the demand for rainforest products, it is important to create 
incentives for sustainable development in countries with rainforests. This can be done in 
many ways including but not limited to creating new laws, creating new uninvolved parties to 
lead this change, and creating new ways to ensure sustainable development.  
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Useful documents 
 

Machado, Frederico  and Anderson, Kate. “Brazil's New Forest Code” WNF, 2016 

https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/4jqvtete38_wwf_brazils_ne
w_forest_code_guide.pdf  

 

Piras, Simone, João Wesz Jr, Valdemar and Ghinoi Stefano. “Soy Expansion, Environment, and 
Human Development.” 29 June 2021 https://www.mdpi.com/2071-
1050/13/13/7246/pdf?version=1624932688   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coornhert Model United Nations 
10, 11 and 12th of February 2023, Gouda 

 
 

Bibliography 
Machado, Frederico  and Anderson, Kate. “Brazil's New Forest Code” WNF, 2016 

https://files.worldwildlife.org/wwfcmsprod/files/Publication/file/4jqvtete38_wwf_brazils_ne
w_forest_code_guide.pdf  

 

Piras, Simone, João Wesz Jr, Valdemar and Ghinoi Stefano. “Soy Expansion, Environment, and 
Human Development.” 29 June 2021 https://www.mdpi.com/2071-
1050/13/13/7246/pdf?version=1624932688   

 

Scherer, Glenn. “Brazil’s New Forest Code Puts Vast Areas of Protected Amazon Forest at 
Risk.” Mongabay Environmental News, 18 July 2019, news.mongabay.com/2019/03/brazils-
new-forest-code-puts-vast-areas-of-protected-amazon-forest-at-risk. 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/03/brazils-new-forest-code-puts-vast-areas-of-protected-
amazon-forest-at-risk/  

 

Law No. 12.651 on the protection of Native Forests - Brazil - Climatechange Laws of the World 
https://climate-laws.org/geographies/brazil/laws/law-no-12-651-on-the-protection-of-native-
forests#:~:text=Law%20No.-
,12.651%20on%20the%20protection%20of%20Native%20Forests,forests%20and%20other%2
0indigenous%20plants. 

 

Spring, Jake, and Jake Spring. “Deforestation of Brazilian Amazon Retreats From 15-year 
High.” Reuters, 30 Nov. 2022, https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/deforestation-
brazilian-amazon-falls-11-annual-govt-data-shows-2022-11-
30/#:~:text=The%20destruction%20declined%2011%25%20from,year%20from%202009%20t
o%202020. 

 

Revolution. “Deforestation Conservation Groups | Revolution.” Revolution |, 23 July 2017, 
https://therevolutionmovie.com/index.php/change-the-world/be-a-
conservationist/deforestation/ 

 

Revolution “Deforestation Conservation Groups | Revolution.” Revolution |, 23 July 2017, 

https://therevolutionmovie.com/index.php/change-the-world/be-a-
conservationist/deforestation/  



Coornhert Model United Nations 
10, 11 and 12th of February 2023, Gouda 

 
 
 

 

 


