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Introduction 
The treatment of human rights in Latin America has not been notable. Despite progress on 
paper in recent decades, the reality for people on the ground has not improved much. 
Corruption and the abuse of political power have a profound negative effect on the daily 
lives of the region's residents. This is due in large part to a serious lack of security forces, 
particularly the police. 

 
Conditions vary across countries, but the overall trend is that police brutality, corruption, 
and ignorance are major problems in Latin American society. People are frequently 
imprisoned without justification, while others escape accountability. The separation of 
powers often fails to function, with most countries – either officially or unofficially – being 
controlled by a dictator who wields influence over the legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches. 

Alternatively, the judicial branch may be weak, easily manipulated, or susceptible to 
bribery. This is a common issue in countries such as Mexico, where the Mafia cannot be 
controlled by the judiciary or police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Definition of Key Terms 
Civil and political rights 
Rights that bestow inhabitants of a country with equal opportunity and safety in every 
aspect of life. 

Civil liberties 
A set of basic freedoms everybody on the country’s territory has, which the government 
cannot interfere with. 

Latin America 
All countries in the Americas in which romance languages are predominantly spoken. 

 
LGBTQ+ 
An abbreviation used to describe one’s gender identity or sexual orientation. It stands for: 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning and more. 

 

ITUC Global Rights Index 
The ITUC Global Rights Index depicts the world’s worst countries for workers by rating 139 
countries on a scale from 1-5 based on the degree of respect for workers’ rights. 

 

Social security 
Monetary assistance from the state for people with an insufficient or no income. 



 
 

General Overview 
Corruption and power distribution 

We mentioned earlier in the introduction that corruption and uneven power distribution is 
that which leads to many problems in Latin America. The Venezuelan economy, which could 
prosper by simply selling their natural resources, has plummeted and has been hit by 
hyperinflation because of the corrupt leadership. Of course, the main issue was the 
immensely wrong money printing policy, but this was only able to pass because of Maduro’s 
dictatorship. The same goes for other countries in Latin America: their politics are being 
ruined by corruption. Luckily, nearly all the Latin American countries have free democratic 
elections, which is a good indicator of some development in a country. But this only shows 
that Latin America is in the first stages of its development and has a long way to go until 
those countries become more economically developed countries (MEDCs). 

 
Women’s rights 
As previously stated, human rights in Latin America are highly progressive, they’re just like in 
the western world. The same goes for women’s rights. In most countries, they are allowed to 
do anything a man can. Women could choose to join the army, they have the same health 
benefits, are allowed to buy anything they wish, and are independent. 
All of this, however, does not go up against the enormous inequality that still exists 
between men and women. Almost no woman, for example, is able to acquire a high position 
in big firms. The reason might be pure, but unintentional and subconscious favouritism of 
men by other men – as shown in a new study of the University of Sydney. But this still 
indicates inequality of opportunity. 
Governments of many Latin American countries like Cuba, Columbia, or Barbados are very 
keen on protecting women’s rights. Still, even those countries are far from our western 
standards. There’s a lot of room for improvement. 

 
Children’s rights 
In addition to basic human rights, children have the right to education, playtime, and should 
not be permitted to work until they reach a certain age. Countries like Argentina, Mexico, 
Peru, and Ecuador provide free education, but the biggest challenge is infrastructure and 
work. Many parents force their children to work to support the family, leading to 10-year-
olds missing out on their education to wash windows or cars for a few dollars an hour. Bolivia 
has an even more dire situation, with child labour being allowed at the age of ten, resulting in 
children being subjected to human trafficking and exploitation. The significant role that 
children play in the economy results in little being done to address these dire circumstances. 

 

Another problem is the lack of access to education for children living in remote or rural areas. 
For example, a farmer's child in the Amazon or a child living in the Peruvian desert may not 
have the means or time to travel to school every day. For these children, education remains 
just a dream that may never become a reality. 



 
 

Workers and retired people’s rights 
We have to note that these economies are relatively new ones. It is true that they are way 
behind the west in every aspect, but they deserve some credit for growing constantly. All of 
Latin America is capitalist, which is quite a big difference from the former system, where 
companies were mostly controlled by governments. This only ended around 1980, so it’s 
understandable that for some time recovery was urgently needed. 

 
In the past few years, though, there has been a much bigger problem: bad legislation and 
control of workers’ rights. Latin America is seen as a paradise for mass production by 
western companies, which they happily use for making cheap products and mining or 
buying natural resources. This does stimulate the overall economy and connection to the 
rest of the world, however in practice it obliterates unions, because they somehow need to 
keep people in their jobs. But this is almost impossible to do if this work could as easily be 
sourced out to parts of Asia or Africa. 

 
Lately there have been attempts for big reforms and improvement on workers’ rights in 
Latin America. Many of them have failed and so far, there is not much effect on the 
circumstances. This constant failure and the fact that multinationals source out their 
production to cheap work forces and subcontractors has led to an average decrease of 11% 
on the ITUC index since 2014 (from 3.12 to 3.47; 5 being the worst and 1 the best). 
Even this is mostly kept in “decent” shape by a few countries with strong workers’ rights, like 
Uruguay and Costa Rica. 

 
Furthermore, there are many workers in the informal sector, which again give unions less 
power. This also means that not a lot of retirements are being given out, which is extremely 
unfortunate, considering Latin America’s already weak social security system. 

 
LGBTQ+ rights 
Although the church plays a big role in Latin American society, in many states LGBTQ+ rights 
are recognized, and same sex marriage is legal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Major Parties Involved 
USA 
As the world’s most influential country, biggest economy and closest neighbour to Latin 
America, the USA have had a lot of impact on the countries throughout their existence. 
Especially during the Cold War, when many American countries tried to create some social 
equality within their borders, the US interfered by actively supporting dictatorships and 
overthrowing upcoming economies. 
If this had not happened, Latin America might have been a more stable democracy 
nowadays. 

 
Today, USA and Latin America are close trading partners. Approximately 7% of the US GDP 
is with Latin American countries. This financial entanglement makes the regions rely on 
each other heavily. Though it must be recognized that most of this trade is with Mexico 
(approximately 880 billion out of 1.9 trillion of all US trade with the western hemisphere).  
 
Catholic Church 

The legacy of colonialism in South America has resulted in a majority of the population 
being Christian. This has led to countries like Peru and Ecuador not recognizing same-sex 
marriage. However, this is not a widespread issue in Latin America, and the separation of 
church and state is officially upheld everywhere. 

 
Brazil 

As Latin America’s biggest, most populous country and a worldwide economic power, Brazil 
plays a major role in the prosperity and economy of Latin America. It is a big trading partner 
of many countries in this region. This means that Brazil is of big cultural influence across the 
whole continent and further too. In the long run, if Brazil itself becomes a freer, more equal 
country, others might follow. 

Argentina 

Argentina has a strong trade industry that interacts with several countries in Latin America, 
contributing to its significant influence. Buenos Aires is comparable to New York in terms 
of its diversity, job prospects, and global significance as a city. 

 
UNESCO 

UNESCO, as a major UN organization focusing on education, science, and art, has the 
potential to inspire Latin American countries to prioritize education and foster a more 
developed society, leading to a stronger economy in the future. 

 
Human Rights Council 

The Human Rights Council, with its primary function of evaluating human rights practices in 
all UN member states and making suggestions for enhancement, holds substantial potential 
to affect positive change in regions where better law enforcement is still required. 

 
 



 
 

Timeline of Events 
 

The adoption of the 
Inter-American Convention 
on Human Rights by the 
Organization of American 
States (OAS) 

1969 

The end of military 
dictatorships in many Latin 
American countries and the 
return to democratic rule 

1980s 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The adoption of the 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples 

2007 

 

The creation of the Union of 
South American Nations 
(UNASUR) 

 
The rise of social movements 
and protests demanding the 
respect of civil and political 
rights in many Latin 
American countries 

2008 
 
 
 

2010s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Previous attempts to solve the issue 
The Regional Office for South America (ROSA) is working with State institutions, civil society 
organizations, regional and international organizations, and the UN in order to strengthen 
their capacities in promoting and protecting all human rights. 
ROSA has helped governments with issues such as police brutality and enforcement of 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

 
In “700(XXXVI) MEXICO RESOLUTION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FORUM OF THE 
COUNTRIES OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ON SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT” many countries called upon a sustainable development of Latin American 
and Caribbean countries until 2030. Sadly, this could not happen because of the covid 
pandemic which struck Latin America so badly, that at some point it had 30% of worldwide 
deaths, with only 8.6% of the world population. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Possible solutions 
To address the human rights issues in Latin America, external solutions are necessary. The 
governments in the region are not eager to improve their human rights situation and may 
resist change. The UN can provide the countries with better education, as education is the 
foundation for future growth and development. Another solution could be to implement 
quotas for women in leadership positions, as research shows that a diverse group leads to 
better problem-solving and faster economic growth. A more challenging solution is to raise 
the salaries of low-wage workers in mass manufacturing, who are often employed by 
multinational companies. Increasing the minimum wage will not solve the problem as 
companies may simply relocate their business. The only effective solution is to convince big 
companies to pay their workers more.
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